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AKWAPIM SOUTH DISTRICT ASSEMBLY (BUSH FIRE) BYE-LAWS, 2017

IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred on the AKWAPIM SOUTH DISTRICT
ASSEMBLY by section 181 of the Local Governance Act, 2016 (Act 936) these bye-
laws are made this 19th day of December, 2017.

Establishment of fire volunteer squad

1. (1) There shall be the establishment in every Town Area or Unit a fire
volunteer squad.

(2) The squad shall be assisted by the chiefs, Assembly members and Unit
Committee members and the Ghana National Fire Service to enforce the bye-laws.

Starting of bush fires

2. A person shall not start a bush fire for any purpose whatsoever without a
permit from the Assembly.

Need to notify Fire Service

3. (1) Where bush fire is to be set for any purpose the Ghana National Fire
Service or volunteer squads shall be contracted to supervise the burning.

(2) A person setting up fire for any purpose shall put off the fire
immediately

after usage.

Prosecution of offenders

4. A person who contravenes any of these bye-laws commits an offence
and shall be arrested and tried by a court of competent jurisdiction, or by any of the
following

(a) the Chief;

(b) the Assembly member or any officer of the Assembly;

(c) unit Committee Chairman or members for the Area;

(d) the Fire Volunteer Squad; or

(e) the Ghana National Fire Service.

Penalty

5. (1) A person who contravenes this bye-law commits an offence and is
liable on summary conviction to pay a fine of not less than one hundred penalty units
and not more than two hundred and fifty penalty units or a term of imprisonment of
not less than six months and not more than twelve months or to both the fine and
imprisonment. Forty percent (40%) of fine shall, on payment, be ceded to the
Assembly.
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(2) A person who is aware and refuses to report to the appropriate
authority another person who sets a bush fire commits an offence and is liable on
summary conviction to a fine of not less than 10 penalty units or to a term of
imprisonment for three months or to both. Forty per cent (40%) of the fine imposed
shall, on payment, be ceded to the Assembly.

Interpretations

6. In these Bye-laws unless the context otherwise requires

“Assembly” means the AKWAPIM SOUTH DISTRICT ASSEMBLY;

“Bush Fire” means the uncontrolled burning of any farm, forest, grassland
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